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This has been a year not to be forgotten. 2020 was the year of the longest March Break. 
The world has never seen so much chaos and change for decades.  
Unfortunately, this year due to COVID 19, we were unable to host our Annual Heritage 
Day. We hope to be back next year and will start organizing it when we can.  
 
Save the date: Heritage Day is scheduled for July 10, 2021!!! 
 

 
 

          
Firefighter Challenge 2019 

 
 

 
The winners of the Firefighter Challenge 2019 were the 

Burk’s Falls Fire Department. Let’s see who wins next year. 
 

Come on out and cheer on your favourite Firefighters  
while they compete in different physical challenges. 
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Watt Century Farm House Events 
 

 

Renovations 
 

With the closure of our Watt Century Farm House and Wiseman’s Corner Schoolhouse, we 
have got some work done that was on our “to do” list for quite some time. Armour Township 
replaced all the windows and the garage doors, good to keep the heating bills down, so there 

was a good cleanup needed. We have done some extra research on some of our donated 
artifacts and now have more information displayed along with the item. Some going back 100 

plus years right here in Burk’s Falls. The two bedrooms will be open for display next year, with 
some great pieces, all donated. The back porch has a new fresh look and now displays “old 
time laundry”. We would like to thank Jennifer Quinton for her help with painting the front 

bedroom. Looks great!  
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Halloween 2019 
 

 
                                                                                                          

 
The Haunted Halloween Event was held at the Farm House on 

October 20, 2019 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. We had about 50 children in attendance. 
Gratitude was expressed to our volunteers for the day, to Valu-Mart for donating all 

the pumpkins and to the Warriners for loaning us some decorations. 
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Burk’s Falls and District Historical Society 
Archives – A Guide to the Holdings 

In addition to the many artifacts that may be seen on display in the Wiseman’s Corner School House and the Watt 
Farm House, the Historical Society is fortunate to hold several interesting collections of historical photographs, 
newspapers, business correspondence, printed letterhead, family histories, manuscripts, journals and other ephemera. 
Visitors are invited to enquire about topics of interest and one of the staff or volunteers would be pleased to see if 
we are able to find items for your review while at the museum. A brief summary of our collection is provided below: 
PHOTOGRAPHS: Thanks in large part to the generosity of the late Ted Bunt, our archive contains several hundred 
old photographs and post cards, many over 100 years old. The collection includes images of Burk’s Falls from its 
earliest years, including prior to and immediately after the disastrous fire of June 1908. Many early buildings and 
industries are well represented, as are the Magnetawan River steamboats from the 1890’s to the 1930’s. 
NEWSPAPERS: Older copies of the Burk’s Falls Arrow are quite scarce, and we are fortunate to have a few, including 
one from 1887, and one from 1908 documenting the Great Fire.  We have several issues from the 1920’s and 1930’s 
and many more from 1940’s onward. We also recently acquired a large collection of the Arrow from 1947-66, the 
Powassan News from 1917 to 1966 and the successor newspaper, the Almaguin News from 1967 into the 2010’s. A 
project is underway to properly catalogue and index these newspapers. 
SCHOOL HISTORIES: Before school consolidation took place in the 1960’s, each Township had several one room 
schoolhouses (of which our Wiseman’s Corner Heritage Centre is one - S.S. #4 Ryerson). We have several written 
descriptions and reminiscences of the many schools in the area, as well as photographs of some. We are actively 
seeking copies of school yearbooks from more recent years. 
FAMILY HISTORIES: At present, we have only a few histories of local families; we would welcome copies of any 
additional family histories that may be available. We do have a history file of the “First Family” of Burk’s Falls, David 
Francis “Frank” Burk, available for viewing. 
MANUSCRIPTS & JOURNALS: We have several journals and transcriptions of oral histories from early residents of 
Burk’s Falls and District in which they describe their memories of life in the early days. A project is underway to 
make transcriptions and index each of these manuscripts. 
LEGAL DOCUMENTS: We have a small collection of legal documents, mostly land deeds, mortgages, and similar 
items from the 19th and early 20th century. It includes an original land patent from Armour Township in the 1880’s. 
PETTITT FARM COLLECTION: Our collection of business receipts from the Pettitt Farm (Lot 11 Con. 6 Proudfoot 
Township) is a remarkable record of local commerce from about 1890 to 1940. Now housed in an archival binder, it 
consists of the following items: Vol 1. Receipts from Burk’s Falls businesses, including among many others, James 
Sharpe, Fowler Bros. and A. A. Agar’s General Stores, Magnetawan Tannery, Knight Bros. Planing Mill, doctors, 
dentists and other merchants in the village; Vol 2. Similar business receipts from merchants in Kearney and the Sand 
Lake area; Vol 3. Regional and national businesses such as Massey Harris, Cockshutt Plough Co. and others; Vol 4. A 
handwritten journal about the Pettitt family and their building of the log house on the property, together with 
additional information about the family.  
T.B. (Boyd) HIGGINSON COLLECTION: 
Boyd Higginson lived in Burk’s Falls from about 1965 to 1976. He was employed as Principal of the Burk’s Falls High 
School, and later at the East Parry Sound Board of Education.  While living in Burk’s Falls he started a private 
publishing venture, Old Rectory Press, (named after his residence in the old Anglican rectory on Queen St.) to 
publish the family and local history pamphlets he wrote as a lifelong hobby. Three of these pamphlets are of direct 
relevance to the history of the Burk’s Falls area: Sportsman’s Paradise Volumes I (1965) and II (1972); and Bengough 
and Burk’s Falls (1975). 
In 2015, we were able to acquire a modest collection of Higginson’s pamphlets, correspondence, typescripts and other 
items of his Canadiana collecting interest, written by and to Higginson. A pamphlet is available which records a brief 
biography and bibliography of the work of this interesting Burk’s Falls resident. 
MILITARY RECORDS: 
The museum archives an assortment of military records from local sources, including selected records of the local 
men and boy who joined the 162nd (Parry Sound) Battalion during the Great War. 
SCHOOL BOOKS 
At the Wiseman’s Corner School House, we have a collection of early Ontario school textbooks, prescribed for use 
during the 1880’s to 1930’s. 

- Mike Quinton 
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Items for Sale 
 

Armour Township 

Making the Past 

Visible (Blue Book) 

$ 10.00 

A Tribute to Ryerson 

Township 1880 to 

2007 (Green Book) 

$ 10.00 

Mugs $ 5.00 

The Great War paper $ 1.00 

Postcards $ 1.00 

Calendars with early 

photos of the area 

$ 1.00 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Various Graphite and Charcoal Drawings & Prints by Brad Crozier 
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THE WEDDING DRESS 
 

We have a beautiful wedding dress on display that was worn by 
Eliza Jane (nee: Gibson) Moore (aka Ma Moore).  

She married Robert John Moore  
November 22, 1911 in Dunchurch. 

She must have been a tiny lady, the skirt has a 22” waist! 
Robert decided to open a bakery and bought a 2 ½ storey house at 174 

Ontario St. The main floor became the bakery, part of the second floor was 
for storage. In 1921 they built a cement 1 storey building at 174 Ontario St. 

The two buildings were eventually joined. Business Boomed! 
 They expanded once again. Then the depression hit! Robert had to leave to 

find work. Eliza and the children did the best they could. Then an event 
happened in the north that saved them. The Dionne quintuplets were born 

May 28, 1934. People in droves were driving up wanting to see them. 
Moore’s Restaurant was right on the primary route, full meals were served 

and rooms to rent were only a day trip away from Quintland. 
The next hurdle was the Second World War 1939-1945. Men left for the war 

or to work elsewhere in industries supplying for the war. Moore’s 
Restaurant never fully recovered, Eliza continued to rent rooms, serve 
meals, but then business was selling pop, ice cream, candy and tobacco 
products. After Eliza died in 1976 the building was sold to Stan Darling. 
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Donated by her granddaughter Pearl Brock 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL NEXT YEAR ! 


